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India, Sri Lanka are bonded together by Buddhism

ANI 31 December, 2022 06:13 pm IST

Delegation of high-ranking 5ri Lankan Buddhist monks on pilgrimage to Bodh Gaya.

New Delhi [India], December 31 (AN1): A delegation of high-ranking Sri Lankan Buddhist monks,
who were on a pilgrimage to Bodh Gaya to attend discourses of the holy city, have recalled the
historical Buddhist connections between the two maritime neighbours.

Their five-day spiritual visit included discourses and Dharma talks.




Venerable Muruddeniya Dhammarathana, Thero of the Asgiri Chapter said, “We know that
emperor Ashoka's son Arahat Mahinda introduced Buddhism to Sri Lanka. From that day up to
now, Buddhism is the main religion in Sri Lanka'"

“Not only Buddhism we got a lot of things through him, especially our religion and also our
education and other techniques. We got a lot from Buddhism so we greatly appreciate the
situation, and we always respect India as a Buddhist motherland and also as our Elder brother

of Sri Lanka because India always helped us even at present we have economic troubles going
on,” he added.

The members of the Buddhist Sangha representing eminent monasteries in Sri Lanka attended
the three-day holy teachings of His Holiness Dalai Lama in Bodh Gaya.

The Most Venerable Makulewe Wimala Mahanayake Thero, Chief Prelate of Sri Lanka Ramanna
Maha Nikaya remembers how Lord Buddha visited Sri Lanka and the spread of Buddhism
during the reign of Emperor Ashoka.

“The Buddhist philosophy was born in India and Buddha lived in India. So, according to history,
the Buddha visited the only foreign land and that is Sri Lanka. He visited Sri Lanka three times.
During emperor Ashoka's time, he sent Buddhist missionaries like his own son and daughter to
Sri Lanka and they established Buddhist rule and culture. Since then we have been sharing the
same culture and tradition. Now, we have become a Buddhist country because of that,” he said.

Theravada Buddhism is the largest and official religion of Sri Lanka, practised by roughly 70 per
cent of the population.

Most Ven Niyangoda Vijithasiri Anunayake Thero, Deputy Chief Prelate (Anunayake) of
Malwatte Chapter Siyam Maha Nikaya, said that India and Sri Lanka share almost the same
culture that brings the two countries closer.

“In our chronicles, we have Mahavamsa chronicles. We protect Buddhism in its pristine purity
which ==ans sasna, dhamma, rituals and everything. That is our heritage. [ think it is from

Ind’ stors and otherwise, our Sinhala Language i.e., Palli is also very close to the Sanskrit
lang. «ctually, we respect the two languages. Our teachers told us that our mother tongue is
both Palli and Sanskrit,” he said,

Ven. Muruddeniya Dhammarathana said the young generation in Sri Lanka knows the
historical significance through their textbooks.



“In our school textbooks, Buddhist places introduced for the children. Not only that, we have
Sunday school, a Dhamma school, where we also teach kids the background of Buddhism, where

was the Buddha born, and the source and situation at that time, and where are the holy places,”
he said.

A large number of monks from Sri Lanka and other countries visit India to learn about
Buddhism and its teachings,

Most Venerable Waskaduwe Mahindawansa Mahanayake Thero, Mahanayake Thero, Sri
Sambuddha Sasanodaya Sangha Sabha said, “Now, at the moment, 18 Buddhist young monks
from Sri Lanka are in India. They will be here for a month, travelling all across India”.

“Not only from Sri Lanka, a group of Buddhist monks from Thailand and a group of Tibetan
Buddhist monks and a group from Myanmar are in India right now,” he said.

“India is the birthplace of Buddhism. So, these young monks are travelling across India which
will create many connections in the future”, he added.

Such visits prove to be a turning point in Buddhist relations, not only with Sri Lanka and India
but with other neighbouring countries. (ANI)

This report is auto-generated from ANI news service. ThePrint holds no responsibility for its
content.
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Delegation of high-ranking Sri Lankan Buddhist monks on pilgrimage to Bodh Gaya.

India, Sri Lanka are bonded together by Buddhism
ANI | Updated: Dec 31,2022 17:58 IST

New Delhi [India], December 31 (ANI): A delegation of high-ranking Sri Lankan
Buddhist monks (/topic/sri-lankan-buddhist-monks), who were on a pilgrimage
to Bodh Gaya (/topic/bodh-gaya) to attend discourses of the holy city, have
recalled the historical Buddhist connections between the two maritime

neighbours.

Their five-day spiritual visit included discourses and Dharma talks.



Venerable Muruddeniya Dhammarathana, Thero of the Asgiri Chapter said, "We

know that emperor Ashoka's son Arahat Mahinda introduced Buddhism to Sri

Lanka. From that day up to now, Buddhism is the main religion in Sri Lanka'."

"Not only Buddhism we got a lot of things through him, especially our religion
and also our education and other techniques. We got a lot from Buddhism so
we greatly appreciate the situation, and we always respect India as a Buddhist
motherland and also as our Elder brother of Sri Lanka because India always

helped us even at present we have economic troubles going on," he added.

The members of the Buddhist Sangha representing eminent monasteries in Sri
Lanka attended the three-day holy teachings of His Holiness Dalai Lama in
Bodh Gaya (/topic/bodh-gaya).

The Most Venerable Makulewe Wimala Mahanayake Thero, Chief Prelate of Sri
Lanka Ramanna Maha Nikaya remembers how Lord Buddha visited Sri Lanka
and the spread of Buddhism during the reign of Emperor Ashoka.



"The Buddhist philosophy was born in India and Buddha lived in India. So,

according to history, the Buddha visited the only foreign land and that is Sri
Lanka. He visited Sri Lanka three times. During emperor Ashoka's time, he sent
Buddhist missionaries like his own son and daughter to Sri Lanka and they
established Buddhist rule and culture. Since then we have been sharing the
same culture and tradition. Now, we have become a Buddhist country because
of that," he said.

Theravada Buddhism is the largest and official religion of Sri Lanka, practised
by roughly 70 per cent of the population.

Most Ven Niyangoda Vijithasiri Anunayake Thero, Deputy Chief Prelate
(Anunayake) of Malwatte Chapter Siyam Maha Nikaya, said that India and Sri
Lanka share almost the same culture that brings the two countries closer.

"In our chronicles, we have Mahavamsa chronicles. We protect Buddhism in its
pristine purity which means sasna, dhamma, rituals and everything. That is our
heritage. | think it is from Indian ancestors and otherwise, our Sinhala
Language i.e., Palli is also very close to the Sanskrit language. Actually, we
respect the two languages. Our teachers told us that our mother tongue is
both Palli and Sanskrit," he said.

Ven. Muruddeniya Dhammarathana said the young generation in Sri Lanka
knows the historical significance through their textbooks.



"In our school textbooks, Buddhist places introduced for the children. Not only
that, we have Sunday school, a Dhamma school, where we also teach kids the
background of Buddhism, where was the Buddha born, and the source and

situation at that time, and where are the holy places," he said.

A large number of monks from Sri Lanka and other countries visit India to learn
about Buddhism and its teachings.

Most Venerable Waskaduwe Mahindawansa Mahanayake Thero, Mahanayake
Thero, Sri Sambuddha Sasanodaya Sangha Sabha said, "Now, at the moment, 18

Buddhist young monks from Sri Lanka are in India. They will be here for a
month, travelling all across India.

"Not only from Sri Lanka, a group of Buddhist monks from Thailand and a
group of Tibetan Buddhist monks and a group fromm Myanmar are in India right
now," he said.

"India is the birthplace of Buddhism. So, these young monks are travelling

across India which will create many connections in the future", he added.

Such visits prove to be a turning point in Buddhist relations, not only with Sri
Lanka and India but with other neighbouring countries. (ANI)
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'‘China Won't Succeed In
Destroying Buddhism': Dalai
Lama’s Strong Message To Xi
Jinping

The spiritual leader Dalai Lama's comments came while he is on an
annual visit to Bihar’s Bodh Gaya after a gap of two years due to the
COVID-19 pandemic

Written By Mahima Joshi

Image: AP

Criticising the Chinese government, the Tibetan spiritual leader
Dalai Lama on Saturday stated that China won’t succeed in its
attempt to target and destroy Buddhism. The Tibetan spiritual leader
also accused China of considering Buddhism poisonous and of
carrying out a campaign to destroy the culture of China, by
destroying its institutions.

“
Speaking on the third and the last day of

teaching program at Kalachakra Maidan in
Bodh Gaya, Dalai Lama said, “We have
strong faith in Buddha dharma, local
people are very devoted towards it, even in
Mongolia and China. It is, therefore, the
Chinese government through its system



sees the dharma as poison and is trying to

destroy it, but they will never succeed.”

“Buddhism was harmed by the Chinese government. Buddhism
could not be destroyed from China. Even today, there are many
people who believe in Buddhism in China,” he said, adding, “Though
the Chinese government had destroyed many Buddhist Viharas, but
the number of followers of Buddhism has not decreased in the
country.”

‘China trying to destroy Buddhism... Dalai Lama

The spiritual leader’s comments came while he is on an annual visit
to Bihar’s Bodh Gaya after a gap of two years due to the COVID-19
pandemic. Notably, more than 80,000 Buddhist devotees, including
Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu, attended the
teaching programme led by Dalai Lama.

Nitish meets Dalai Lama at Bodh Gaya

In view of Dalai Lama’s Bihar visit, Chief Minister Nitish Kumar also
on Friday met the spiritual leader at Bodh Gaya. Following his visit,
the Bihar Chief Minister recounted the “old and deep relationship”
he shared with the Dalai Lama, who has visited Patna in the past as
well.

‘ “Every year, during this time, a large
number of people visit Bodh Gaya where
they offer prayers and listen to the
preachings. The age-old tradition could not
be followed for the last two years because
of the pandemic. Thankfully, it has
resumed, although we are alert because of
the fresh spike in COVID cases reported
from other parts of the world,” said Nitish

Kumar. ”

Chinese woman spying Dalai Lama



Amid Dalai Lama's Bihar visit, the security agencies have launched a
search for a Chinese woman in Bodh Gaya after she was suspected of
spying on the Tibetan spiritual leader. Following the inputs received
from the security agencies, the state police have also released the
sketch of the suspect, identified as Song Xiaolan.

"An input has come that a Chinese woman is living in Gaya. We were
getting inputs for the last 2 years. Searches are underway. At
present, the Chinese woman is not located, due to which many
suspicious points are being raised. However, the suspicion of being a
Chinese spy can't be ruled out," the Superintendent of Gaya Police
was quoted as saying.

First Published: 1st January, 2023 12:17 IST
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Dalai Lama flags resurgence of Buddhism in China after ‘suppression and oppression'

Updated: Jan 12023 3:22PM

Bodh Gaya, Jan 1 (PTI) The Dalai Lama on Sunday flagged the "growing interest in Buddhism' in China after years of
“suppression and oppression” of the faith and its followers.

His Holiness was addressing devotees in Bodh Gaya, the site where the Buddha had attained Enlightenment two millennia
ago, after a "long life offering" ceremony, a traditional prayer made for the longevity of the 87-year- old Buddhist leader.

The Nobel Peace Prize winner said, "the Buddhist tradition of Tibet has gained lots of attention from people in the West. In
the past, Buddhism was known to be an Asian religion. But today its philosophy and concepts, particularly with regard to
psychology have spread throughout the world. Many scientists are taking interest in this tradition". "So, this is not only for
Tibet....but even China. It has a direct bearing on China as well because China has been a Buddhist country but there was so
much suppression and oppression of Buddhism and Buddhists in China’, said the Tibetan leader, who had to flee his
homeland in 1959, a decade after Mao Zedong’s communist revolution.

Please log in to get detailed story.
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The Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai Lama has scathingly criticised China's efforts to eradicate Buddhism, claiming that China is seeking to target and kill
Buddhism but it will fail.

The Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai Lama has scathingly criticised China's efforts to eradicate Buddhism, claiming that China is seeking to target and kill
Buddhism but it will fail.

Speaking on Saturday during the third and final day of the teaching programme at Kalachakra Maidan in Bodh Gaya, the Tibetan spiritual leader
accused China of viewing Buddhism as poisonous and of waging a systematic war against it by destroying its institutions, but that this effort had been
completely ineffective.

The Dalai Lama said at the Bodh Gaya event, "We have a strong belief in the Buddha's teachings. When | travel to trans-Himalayan regions, | often
encounter locals who are deeply committed to the dharma. | also notice this in Mongolia and China, even though the Chinese government views the
dharma as poison and has attempted to eradicate it without success. By promoting Buddhism, the Chinese government damaged it. From China,
Buddhism could not be eradicated. In China, there are still a lot of individuals who practise Buddhism.”

He further claimed that the number of Buddhist Viharas demolished by the Chinese government has not affected the country's population of
Buddhists.

He said that China still has a significant number of Buddhist monasteries and that its residents have strong ties to the religion.

“The Bodhicitta (spiritual enlightenment) | am transmitting must be accepted by those who are demonstrating faith in both me and Buddhism. There
are a lot of Buddhist monasteries in China, whether they be Tibetan, Mongolian, or Chinese. I've travelled to China a lot. There are still several
Buddha Viharas there now. Buddhism and Buddha are on people’s thoughts. Buddhism is a subject that people are really attached to. Buddhism and
China have a long-standing relationship “he continued.

He requested to engage in Bodhicitta practise for oneself or others.

“If we also consider Tibetan tradition, Shakyas practise Bodhicitta in Nigama, which promotes longevity and keeps the mind and body young. This
also promotes restful sleep. Nothing could be better when considering everyone’s well-being than this. The internal sins and sorrows may be
eliminated via Bodhicitta practise “declared Dalai Lama.



Pema Khandu, the chief minister of Arunachal Pradesh, also attended the Dalai Lama's teaching session on Saturday at Kalachakra Maidan in Bodh
Gaya.

The Dalai Lama’s speech was heard by more than 80,000 Buddhist enthusiasts.

While recently on a trip to Bodh Gaya, a group of high-ranking Sri Lankan Buddhist monks requested that His Holiness the Dalai Lama pay a visit to
their country, which is now experiencing a dire economic crisis.

Earlier on December 27, they had a meeting with the Dalai Lama, the head of the Buddhist faith, and were overwhelmed by seeing a sizable crowd in
the sacred city of Bodh Gaya.

The high-ranking monk desired that the Dalai Lama would go to Sri Lanka and assist in resolving the economic problems that nation has been
experiencing lately.
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China's efforts to destroy Buadhism
won't succeed: Dalai Lama in India

By Oneindia Staffer | Updated: Sunday, January 1, 2023, 14:09 [I5T]

@ élo“g;z News

Spiritual leader Dalai Lama said that China will not succeed in
destroying Buddhism.

New Delhi, Jan 01: Tibetan Spiritual leader Dalai Lama has come down
heavily on China, saying that it is trying to destroy Buddhism, but it will not
succeed in it.

China's efforts to destroy Buddhism won't succeed: Dalai Lama in
India

Dalai Lama said that China considers Buddhism as poisonous and trying to
systematically weed it out from China, but it has failed in doing so, he said,
according to a report in ANI.

Recommended Video

Haryana sports minister Sandeep Singh booked in sexual harassment case

"We have strong faith in Buddha dharma, when | visit trans-Himalayan
regions, | find local people very devoted to dharma and it is the case in
Mongalia and in China too though the system (Chinese government) sees
dharma as poison and tried to destroy it, but they are not successful.
Buddhism was harmed by the Chinese government. Buddhism could not be
destroyed from China, Even today, there are many people who believe in
Buddhism in China," the Tibetan spiritual leader said last day teaching
program at Kalachakra Maidan in Bodh Gaya on Saturday.

According to him, there are many monasteries in China and people have a
deep connection with Buddhism. "Those who are showing faith in me as
well as faith in Buddhism, must accept the Bodhicitta (spiritual awakening)
that [ am imparting. Be it Tibetan or Mongolian or China, there are many
Buddhist monasteries in China. | have been to China many times. Many
Buddha Viharas exist there even today. People have Buddhism and Buddha
in their minds. There is a lot of attachment towards Buddhism. The Chinese
have an ancient relationship with Buddhism," he said.

The Dalai Lama has been living in India ever since he fled Tibet in 1959, The
Tibetan government-in-exile operates from India and over 1,60,000
Tibetans live in the country.

Days ago, the Tibetan spiritual leader had appealed to people across the
globe to "collectively" take a stand against weapaons of mass destruction.
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Recalling the massive destruction wrought by atom bombs during the
Second World War in Japan, the Dalai Lama said during his public discourse
here that he had the opportunity to visit Hiroshima and see for himself the

level of massive devastation there,

The Dalai Lama also expressed his concern about the COVID pandemic,
recalling that it originated in "China but spread to India and other parts of

the world".

"The pandemic is quite serious. It gives anxiety to people. We offer our
prayers so that it subsides”, said the Buddhist leader.

With inputs from PT|

More CHINA News >

e
-

: rf :Hﬂu
How the Delhi- Chinese woman
Vadodara-Mumbai detained in Gaya, to
Expressway will be repatriated

protect India from
Pakistan, China

FOR BREAKING NEWS AND
INSTANT UPDATES

china dalailama

India makes RT-PCR
test mandatory for
flyers from China, 5
other countries from
lan

Trending Photos

Explore Oneindia

» News » Features
»India » Coupons

» Sports » Business

» Videos » International
» Cricket » Foctball

Follow Oneindia

f v



THE TIMES OF INDIA

China trying to destroy Buddhism: Dalai Lama
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said Saturday, referencing the communist government's
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second in Drago county of Tibet since January 2022,

"In a bid to destroy Buddhism, the monastery built in China
was demolished. Our people were poisoned. China did
everything possible to harm Buddhism," he said this on the
concluding day of his three-day teaching programme in
Bodh Caya.

Dalai Lama in Bodh Gaya: Bihar: Search on for
‘Chinese spy in Bodh Gaya amid Lama's visit

'Buddhism stands at its place'

"Despite this, Buddhism stands at its place. There are a large
number of people who believe in Buddhism in China as well.
Harming sormeone does not put anyone's religion in danger.
Even today, the followers of Buddhism in China are engaged
in praying before Lord Buddha," he said.

Earlier in the moerning, the Dalai Lama offered prayers at the
Kalachakra ground to free the world of coronavirus and
nuclear weapons.



was donated by the Dalai Lama to the PM Relief Fund and
Rs 20 lakh to the Bihar CM Relief Fund during the

programme.

On Sunday morning, he would be attending a prayer offered
to him in the Geluk Tibetan Buddhist tradition.

People are devoted to Buddha's Dharma even in
countries where system tries to destroy it: Dalai Lama
hits out at China
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Home / World News / China tried to destroy Buddhism but...: Dalai Lama's strong remarks on Beijing

China tried to destroy Buddhism but...: Dalai Lama's strong remarks on Beijing

World News
Updated on Jan 01, 2023 01:48 PM IST

Dalai Lama On China: Dalai Lama said that the Chinese government destroyed many Buddhist Viharas.

Dalai Lama: Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama is seen. (PTI)

Follow Us

By Mallika Soni

Chinais attempting to target and destroy Buddhism but it won't succeed, the Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai Lama
said during the third and last day teaching program at Kalachakra Maidan in Bodh Gaya.

Read more: Blast outside Kabul's military airport, casualties feared: What we know so far

Accusing China of considering Buddhism as poisonous and of carrying out a systematic campaign to destroy the
religion and weed it out from China by destroying its institutions, Dalai Lama asserted that China has totally
failed in doing so.

“We have strong faith in Buddha dharma, when | visit trans-Himalayan regions, | find local people very devoted
to dharma and it is the case in Mongolia and in China too though the system (Chinese government) sees dharma
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Dalai Lama also said that the Chinese government destroyed many Buddhist Viharas, but the number of
followers of Buddhism has not decreased in China.

"Those who are showing faith in me as well as faith in Buddhism, must accept the Bodhicitta (spiritual
awakening) that | am imparting. Be it Tibetan or Mongolian or China, there are many Buddhist monasteries in
China. | have been to China many times. Many Buddha Viharas exist there even today. People have Buddhism
and Buddha in their minds. There is a lot of attachment towards Buddhism. The Chinese have an ancient
relationship with Buddhism," Dalai Lama said.

Dalai Lama also asked to practice Bodhicitta for the benefit of self or others.

"If we look at Tibetan tradition also, Shakyas practice Bodhicitta in Nigama, Bodhicitta keeps the mind and body
long and gives longevity. This also gives good sleep. Looking at the welfare of all, nothing can be better than this.
Through the practice of Bodhicitta, the evils and sorrows within can be removed," Dalai Lama told more than
80,000 Buddhist devotees during the discourse.

E
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Dalai Lama accuses
Chinese government of
trying to decimate
Buddhism

Over 60,000 devotees attended the discourse in Bodh Gaya with
Arunachal Pradesh chief minister Pema Khandu also among the
attendees

The Dalai Lama blesses Arunachal Pradesh chief minister Pema Khandu in Bodh Gaya in Bihar

Sanjay Chaudhary

Dev Raj Pama Published 01.01.23, 03:53 AM

The Dalai Lama said on Saturday that the Chinese government had destroyed
Buddhist temples, poisoned the people of Tibet and tried to decimate
Buddhism.

“The Chinese government tried its utmost to destroy Buddhism. It razed
Buddhist viharas. It poisoned our people. Our faith in the religion and Lord
Buddha did not lessen despite all this,” the Dalai Lama said at the conclusion
of his three-day discourse at the Kalchakra Teaching Ground in Bodh Gaya in
Bihar.



Over 60,000 devotees attended the discourse in Bodh Gaya. Arunachal
Pradesh chief minister Pema Khandu was present.

The Dalai Lama’s comments come at a time the Modi government has stepped
up its engagement with the spiritual and temporal leader of Tibetan
Buddhists in what is being seen as an attempt to irritate the Chinese after
bilateral relations nosedived following the Galwan clashes in 2020.

Since the clashes, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has publicly greeted the
Dalai Lama on his birthday in two consecutive years. This drew a sharp
response from Beijing, which saw in the Prime Minister’s greetings an
attempt to interfere in China’s internal affairs.

The Dalai Lama periodically criticises China, and more often than not
provokes Beijing — which sees him as a separatist — to respond.

On Saturday in Bodh Gaya, the Dalai Lama, who received the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1989, said: “Buddhism stands tall in China despite all the efforts to
decimate it there. No religion becomes endangered if anybody tries to harm
it. China still has followers of Buddhism and the people there still worship
Lord Buddha. I have been to China and the people there have a deep
connection with Buddhism.”

He termed the Covid-19 pandemic as worse than a nuclear bomb and
underscored the need for “a world free of nuclear weapons and pandemics”.

Bodh Gaya: Nitish meets Dalai Lama

Bodh Gava Dalai Lama
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Livemint

Tibetan spritual leader Dalai Lama gives blessings to devotees in Bodh Gaya (PTI)

SYNOPSIS

The spiritual leader said that the current Chinese government is continuing the idea of Mao Zedong, which terms Buddhism as

poison

The three-day program on the teachings of Buddha and meditation at Kalachakra Grot

Bihar's Bodh Gaya came to an end, as the Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai Lama greeted Buddhists
across the world with a Happy New Year. The program was attended by thousands of devotees
who offered special prayers to the Tibetan spiritual leader and wished for his long life.

The Tibetan artists also presented dance and music and devotees from across the world
participated in the joyful event.

"Today's program was to offer prayers for his holiness Dalai Lama. In the beginning, his holiness
gave the best wishes on the occasion of the new year. Then he said that this is a very precious
day today at Bodh Gaya. Today is the new year and all Buddhists are offering prayers for long



imn i nt e-paper

Home Latest News Markets Premium Money Mutual Fund Industry Companies Technology
Sonbodh also added that the prayers offered today were also for the larger “world peace”.

"These prayers are also for world peace. He did not say anything about China today. He gave
best wishes to the people, be they from China or elsewhere. He said that change is taking place
and things are changing, and the situation will get better,” Sonbodh said.

On Saturday, Dalai Lama accused the Chinese government of decimating Buddhism. The
spiritual leader added that the current Chinese government is continuing the idea of Mao
Zedong, which terms Buddhism as poison.

"He (Dalai Lama) had said yesterday that in China, the government does not believe in any
religion and terms Buddhism as poison. It was an idea of Mao Zedong which they (the Chinese
government) are still continuing. But the public of China has a devotion to him. He himself said

that the people of China have devotion to him. He gave best wishes to all of them,” Sonbodh
added.

The spiritual leader accused China of carrying out a systematic campaign to destroy Buddhism
and weed it out from China. He added that the government of the country has totally failed in
its strategy so far.

"We have strong faith in Buddha dharma, when I visit trans-Himalayan regions, I find local
people very devoted to dharma and it is the case in Mongolia and in China too though the
system (Chinese government) sees dharma as poison and tried to destroy it, they are not
successful. Buddhism was harmed by the Chinese government. Buddhism could not be

destroyed by China. Even today, there are many people who believe in Buddhism in China,"
Dalai Lama said.

(With inputs from ANI)
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China's efforts to destroy Buddhism won't succeed, says Dalai
Lama

The Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai Lama said China is trying to destroy Buddhism but will not be
successful.

India Today Web Desk w

New Delhi, UPDATED: Jan 1, 2023 15:11 IST

Tibetan Spiritual Leader Dalai Lama accused China of destroying Buddhism. (File photo)

By India Today Web Desk: The Tibetan Spiritual leader Dalai Lama, while imparting his
preaching in Bodh Gaya, accused China of trying to destroy Buddhism and said that it has
failed in doing so as there are many people in China who believe in Buddhism.

“When | visit trans-Himalayan regions, | find local people devoted to Buddha dharma. It's the
same in Mongolia and in China too, though the system (Chinese government) sees dharma as
poison and trying to destroy it but they're not successful,” said Dalai Lama. “Buddhism was
harmed by the Chinese government but could not be destroyed from China. Even today,
there are many people who believe in Buddhism in China," he added.



#WATCH | When | visit trans-Himalayan regions, | find local people devoted to Buddha dharma. It's the
same in Mongolia & in China too though the system (Chinese government) sees dharma as poison &
trying to destroy it but they're not successful: Dalai Lama, in Gaya (31.12) pic.twitter.com/zcutOFnuét —
ANI (@ANI) January 1, 2023

The Dalai Lama was addressing devotees in Bodh Gaya, the site where the Buddha had
attained enlightenment two millennia ago, after a "long life offering” ceremony, a traditional
prayer made for the longevity of the 87-year-old Buddhist leader.

READ: Chinese woman suspected of spying on Dalai Lama detained by Bihar Police

He said that the Buddhist tradition of Tibet has gained lots of attention from people in the
West. “In the past, Buddhism was known to be an Asian religion. But today its philosophy and
concepts, particularly with regard to psychology have spread throughout the world. Many
scientists are taking interest in this tradition".

At the ceremony, the Dalai Lama flagged the "growing interest in Buddhism" in China after
years of "suppression and oppression” of the faith and its followers.

"This is not only for Tibeta€i..but even China. It has a direct bearing on China as well because
China has been a Buddhist country but there was so much suppression and oppression of
Buddhism and Buddhists in China", said the Tibetan leader, who fled his homeland in 1959, a
decade after Mao Zedong's communist revolution.

READ: As Dalai Lama visits Bodh Gaya, cops hunt for Chinese woman, release sketch

He added that there could be much change happening in China and the world as he has
always remained “optimistic about the possibility of a better world".

"Tibet, which is also called the land of snows, has undergone many tragedies. But it has
come as a blessing in disguise. People around the world have now become aware of the
Tibetan Buddhist tradition”, the Dalai Lama pointed out.

The Dalai Lama visited the Bodh Gaya in Bihar after a gap of two years. He sought asylum in
India and settled at Dharamshala in Himachal Pradesh which has come to be known as "mini
Tibet" because of a large number of Tibetan refugees staying there.

(With agencies inputs)

--- ENDS ---
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ibetan Spiritual leader Dalai Lama said on Saturday that China’s moves to eliminate Buddhism “won’t succeed",
adding that the country is attempting to target and destroy the religion,

Speaking on the third and last day teaching program at Kalachakra Maidan in Bodh Gaya on Saturday, Dalai Lama accused : ;
B Indian Medical Student

Dies in China, Family
Appeal to Foreign Ministr..

China of considering Buddhism poisonous and of carrying out a systematic campaign to destroy and weed it out from China,
by destroying its institutions. Dalai Lama added that China, however, has “totally failed" in doing so.

Scrambled Egg"
and it is the case in Mongolia and in China too though the system [Chinese government] sees dharma as poison and tried to Arguments So Far in 5C o..
destroy it, but they are not suceessful. Buddhism was harmed by the Chinese government. Buddhism could not be destroyed
from China. Even today. there are many people who believe in Buddhism in China,” news agency AN/ quoted Dalai Lama as

saying at the event.
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Dalar'ama ags Testiigen't®of Buddhism in China after
'suppression and oppression'

PTI
Updated: January 01, 2023 17:17 IST

Bodh Gaya, Jan 1 (PTI) The Dalai Lama on Sunday flagged the "growing interest in
Buddhism" in China after years of "suppression and oppression” of the faith and its
followers.

His Holiness was addressing devotees in Bodh Gaya, the site where the Buddha had
attained Enlightenment two millennia ago, after a "long life offering" ceremony, a traditional
prayer made for the longevity of the 87-year- old Buddhist leader.

The Nobel Peace Prize winner said, "the Buddhist tradition of Tibet has gained lots of
attention from people in the West. In the past, Buddhism was known to be an Asian religion.
But today its philosophy and concepts, particularly with regard to psychology have spread
throughout the world. Many scientists are taking interest in this tradition". "So, this is not
only for Tibet.....but even China. It has a direct bearing on China as well because China has
been a Buddhist country but there was so much suppression and oppression of Buddhism
and Buddhists in China", said the Tibetan leader, who had to flee his homeland in 1959, a
decade after Mao Zedong’s communist revolution.

"So, there could be much change happening in China and the world. I have always
remained optimistic about the possibility of a better world", he added.

"Tibet, which is also called the land of snows, has undergone many tragedies. But it has
come as a blessing in disguise. People around the world have now become aware of the
Tibetan Buddhist tradition”, said the Dalai Lama.

The Dalai Lama, who has since sought asylum in India and settled at Dharamshala in
Himachal Pradesh, which has come to be known as "mini Tibet" because of a large number
of Tibetan refugees staying there, has come to this international Buddhist pilgrim town in
Bihar, which he calls the 'Vajrasthan' (the pure land) after a gap of two years.

"It is a coincidence that this ceremony, where prayers are made for my long life, is taking
place on the first day of the Gregorian calendar. So, this is in a way an indication that we
may be looking at good times ahead", added the renowned leader.

(This story has not been edited by THE WEEK and is auto-generated from PTI)
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China attempting to ‘'destroy’ Buddhism but it
won't succeed, says Dalai Lama

Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai Lama said that the Chinese government destroyed many Buddhist Viharas,
but the number of followers of Buddhism has not decreased in China.

Edited By: Zes Media Bureay | Last Updated: Jan 01, 2023, 0223 PM IST | Source: ANI

Bodh Gaya (Bihar): In a sharp attack on China’s moves to eliminate Buddhism, the Tibetan spiritual leader
Dalai Lama has said China is attempting to target and destroy Buddhism but it won't succeed. Speaking on
the third and last day teaching program at Kalachakra Maidan in Bodh Gaya on Saturday, the Tibetan
spiritual leader accused China of considering Buddhism poisonous and of carrying out a systematic
campaign to destroy and weed it out from China, by destroying its institutions, but it has totally failed in
doing so.

At the Bodh Gaya event Dalai Lama said, "We have strong faith in Buddha dharma, when | visit trans-
Himalayan regions, | find local people very devoted to dharma and it is the case in Mongolia and in China
too, though the system (Chinese government) sees dharma as poison and tried to destroy it but they are
not successful. Buddhism was harmed by the Chinese government. Buddhism could not be destroyed from

China. Even today, there are marny people who believe in Buddhism in China.”

Dalai Lama said that the Chinese government destroyed many Buddhist Viharas, but the numiber of
followers of Buddhism has not decreased in China.

He said that many Buddhist monasteries still exist in China and people there have a deep connection with
Buddhism.

"Those who are showing faith in me as well as faith in Buddhism must accept the Bodhicitta (spiritual
awakening) that | am imparting. Be it Tibetan or Mongolian or Ching, there are many Buddhist monasteries
in China. | have been to China many times. Many Buddha Viharas exist there even today. People have
Buddhism and Buddha in their minds. There is a lot of attochment towards Buddhism. The Chinese have an

ancient relationship with Buddhism,” he said.

He asked to proctice Bodhicitta for the benefit of self or others.
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More than B0,000 Buddhist devotees heard the discourse by the Dalai Lama,

A group of high-ranking 5ri Lankan Buddhist Monks, who were on a pilgrimage to Bodh Gaya recently,

sought his Holiness Dalai Lama’s visit to Sri Lanka, which is reeling under a severe economic crisis.

They met the Buddhist spiritual leader the Dalai Lama in Bodn Gaya on December 27 and were
overwhelmed by witnessing a large gathering at the holy city.

The high-ranking monk wished the Dalai Lama to visit Sri Lanka and help to cvercome the economic
hardships his country has been facing currently.
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