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INTERNATIONAL BUDDHIST CONFEDERATION
Collective Wisdom, United Voice

The International Buddhist Confederation (IBC) is a Buddhist
umbrella body that serves as a common platform for Buddhists worldwide.
Itis headquartered in New Delhi, India.

Established under the patronage of the supreme Buddhist religious
hierarchy, it currently has a global membership of over 320 organizations,
both monastic and lay, that include world bodies, national and regional
federations, monasteries, international organizations and institutions.

United by the motto, “Collective Wisdom, United Voice”, IBC aims to
make Buddhist values and principles a part of the global discourse by
presenting a united Buddhist voice onissues that concern all humankind.

The IBC stands for transparency, inclusiveness and a balanced
representation of various traditions, gender and emerging Buddhist
communities in Africa, the Caribbean and South America. Praised by
followers of Buddha Dharma from around the world for including both
Sangha and laity in its governing structure, IBC has been hailed by the
international media as a forward looking, credible and action-oriented
World Buddhistumbrella Body.

The IBC also stands for the preservation, development and promotion of
Buddhist heritage, both tangible and intangible worldwide, especially the
holy sites like Bodh Gaya in India, where Buddha attained Enlightenment,
aswell as many others.

MISSION STATEMENT

To gather the collective wisdom of Buddhists around the world to speak
with a united Buddhist voice; to make Buddhist values part of global
engagement while working to preserve and promote Buddhist heritage,
traditions and practices.
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Buddha Purnima Celebrations - 7" May, 2020 &
A Global Prayer Week from 8" to 16" May, 2020

Covid -19 compelled International Buddhist
Confederation (IBC) to hold Vaishakha-
Buddha Purnima Divas celebrations as a
virtual event. In continuation with the Buddha

Purnima event of 7" May, a Global Prayer
Week was observed from 8"-to-16" May 2020,
alsointhe virtual format.

Hon'ble Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing lakhs of national and international devotees and
others on the day of Buddha Purnima through the virtual Vaishakha Global Celebrations in New Delhi

Hon'ble Prime Minister Narendra Modi said
“Lord Buddha's message and resolve to
remove difficulties from every life has always
guided and been a part of India's culture and
civilization.” He was addressing devotees and
others from around the world. “The
Sakhyamuni enriched the culture of India. In
his life after enlightenment, he also enriched

the lives of many in several countries.
Similarly, His message is not limited to any
one circumstance, or to any one subject,” the
Prime Minister said.

The International Buddhist Confederation
(IBC) in association with Bodhgaya Temple
Management Committee (BTMC), IBC
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chapters and several partner organizations had
put together a unique and blessed opportunity
to witness and participate in the ceremonies
and prayers from the most sacred sites of
Bodhgaya, Sarnath and Kushinagar in
India, and Lumbini in Nepal. The Secretary
General of IBC, Ven. Dr. Dhammapiya, the
Convenor of the Buddha Purnima Diwas
National Organising Committee explained,
“We were compelled to organise a Virtual
Buddha Purnima day because of Covid-19
obligations.” He welcomed the Supreme
heads of the Sanghas from Bhutan, Nepal,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh,
Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos, Korea, Hong
Kong, Taiwan, China, Mongolia, Uganda,
Kenya, Russia, South Africa, The US, India
and The Tibetan Sangha, and expressed
IBC's gratitude for their messages and prayers.

The Virtual Buddha Purnima and Global
Prayer Week received phenomenal

response with more than 2.5 lakh and 20
lakh viewers joining respectively from 27
countries.

A major highlight of the event was the
exposition of the Holy Buddha Relics
amidst prayers from Rajaguru Sri
Subhuthi Maha Vihara, Waskaduwa, in Sri
Lanka. Later in the day, the programme
included Live Streaming of other ceremonies
and prayers from the Sacred Garden Lumbini,
Nepal, the Mahabodhi Temple, Bodhgaya,
India, the Mulagandha Kuti Vihara, Sarnath,
India and the Parinirvana Stupa, Kushinagar,
India.

The special Pirith Chanting from Ruwanweli
Maha Seya in the sacred and historic
Anuradhapura stupa premises, Sri Lanka, and
prayer and lighting of lamp from Boudhanath,
Swayambhu, Namo Stupa, Nepal were also
vitually shown.

Mr Prahlad Singh Patel, Minister of Culture (Independent Charge) and
Chairman of the Buddha Purnima Diwas National Organising Committee

Mr Prahlad Singh Patel, Minister of Culture
(Independent Charge) said that the Buddha
stood for “higher levels of thinking- Gyan ka
Prakash (spreading the light of knowledge

and wisdom), the language of Ahimsa (non-
violence) and Prem ka Bhaav (the language of
love).
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Union Minister of State for Minority Affairs, Mr Kiren Rijiju

In his opening address the Union Minister of
State for Minority Affairs, Mr Kiren Rijiju,
who is also the Co-chairman of the Buddha
Purnima Diwas National Organising
Committee said that the coming together of
Buddhists and others to participate in the
Global celebrations of the Virtual Buddha
Purnima Day marks a universal and unifying
principle, that is central to the Indian thought.

“We are gathered here today from all corners
of the world as one large family Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam, the ancient belief in India, to
witness virtual - live prayer ceremonies from
under the Bodhi Tree in Bodhgaya, the place
of Lord Buddha's enlightenment; Lumbini,
where He was born; Sarnath, the place of His
first teachings after enlightenment and
Kushinagar, the place of Mahaparinirvana,”
said Mr Rijiju.
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a. IBC's Global Prayer Week from 8" to 16" May, 2020

The IBC held a day-long virtual Global Prayer week for10-days where hundreds of devotees and

others from around the world witnessed it.

Mahayana Chanting by Young Monks of Gandan Tegchenling Monastery, Mongolia

The virtual prayer week was dedicated to
prayers for the victims of Corona virus
contagion and honouring the medical
professionals, and first-responders in the
frontline of humanity's fight- back against the
pandemic.

Through live streaming and otherwise, the
devotees and others got an opportunity to

listen to invaluable messages, speeches and
Dharma talks from eminent personalities,
great spiritual masters, Supreme Sangha
members, Venerable monks, nuns and many
other honourable lay practitioners, and also
had an opportunity to witness presentations by
many renowned artists from around the world
on the theme of Dharmaand righteous living.
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The Virtual- Buddha Purnima and Global Prayer Week received phenomenal response of more than 2.50 lakhs
and 20 -lakh viewers joining respectively from 27 countries

In addition, the progamme was also presented on Facebook, IBC Apps, Instagram, YouTube,
Mandala App, and many other online channels. Hundreds of Buddhists and non- Buddhists alike
witnessed and benefitted from this virtual holy event.
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Ashadha Purnima Dharma Chakra Pravartana Divas-

4" July, 2020

Hon'ble President Shri Ram Nath Kovind was presented a memento by
Hon'ble Minister of Culture, Shri Prahlad Singh Patel

The International Buddhist Confederation
IBC organized Ashadha Purnima on July 4 as
Dharma Chakra Pravartana Divas both at the
Rashtrapati Bhawan, in New Delhi and at
Sarnath. It was in a hybrid format with the
President House event having a limited
number of guests while the chantings from
Sarnath were streamed online. The Prime
Minister's address was also presented online.
All international speakers, prayers from
various monasteries were virtual.

President Ram Nath Kovind greeted all on the
occasion of Ashadha Purnima saying that

India is "proud of being the land of the origin
of Dharma. It was from India that it began to
spread to neighbouring regions. There, in new
fertile soil and new climate it grew organically,
eventually branching off into various
offshoots," he noted.

"Ever since, the 'Dharma Chakra', has been the
lodestar, helping spiritual seekers navigate
through the maze of worldly life and arrive at
the end of suffering - here and now. It is so
scientific that it resembles psychotherapy
more than a traditional, dogmatic religion,"
the President further added.
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The virtual programme at Rashtrapati Bhawan

The event saw monks from countries such as
Indonesia, Jamaica, Japan, Laos, Malaysia,
Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Russia,
Singapore, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Taiwan,
Vietnam, Thailand, Uganda, the UK, and the
US participate in the virtual event.

As part of the programme, chanting of prayers
at the Mulagandha Kuti Vihara temple,
Sarnath, the Mahabodhi Temple, Bodh Gaya,
the Gandan Tegchenling Monastery
(Mongolia) were streamed live.

It was proposed that this sacred day of
Ashadha Purnima be dedicated and celebrated
as Dharma Chakra Pravartana Divas or
Dharma Chakra Day. It should be the flagship
event of International Buddhist Confederation
(IBC). It will also supplement IBCs efforts to
galvanise Buddhist world towards India's
supremacy in the evolution of Buddhism as
the land of the origin of Buddha dharma,
Buddha's travels and teachings.
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a. Unveiling of the digitized publication of Kanjur

Presentation of the first volume of the digitized publication of Mongolian Kanjur (the translated words of the Buddha)
to the Hon'ble President, Mr Ram Nath Kovind by Hon'ble Minister of Culture (Independent Charge), Mr Prahlad
Singh Patel. Hon'ble Minister of State for Minority Affairs, Mr Kiren Rijiju (extreme left), the Ambassador of
Mongolia, H.E Gonching Ganbold and the Secretary General IBC, Ven Dr Dhammapiya (right of the President). The
invaluable publication compiled by Dr. Lokesh Chandra from the archives of late Dr. Raghu Vera is an offering to the

people of Mongolia from India.

Professor Raghu Vera during his visit to
Mongolia from 1956-58 obtained a microfilm
copy of the rare Kanjur manuscripts and
brought them to India. These were
subsequently destroyed under the Communist
regime in Mongolia. In the 1970s, Mongolian
Kanjur in 108 volumes was published by
Professor Lokesh Chandra, former Rajya
Sabha MP. Now the present edition is being

published by the National Mission for
Manuscripts.

There are two publications that will be
presented in 2022 to the Mongolian
Monasteries, thus signifying the age-old
spiritual ties between Indian and Mongolian
scholars. The first is on a digitized set of rare
texts of the Mongolian Kanjur (the translated
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words of the Buddha). The second is a
catalogue of the Mongolian Tenjur (translated
commentaries on the teachings) compiled by
the Mongolian Scholar Byambin Rinchen

(1905-77) and edited by Prof. Shashi Bala.
The IBC is facilitating the transportation of the
108 volumes to Mongolia.
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b. Prayers and Cultural Programme streamed from Sarnath

Prayers from Gandan Tegchenling Monastery, Mongolia

There was chanting and ceremonies from
Mahabodhi Temple, Bodhgaya, India;
streaming of prayers and ceremonies from
Sacred Tooth Relic Temple, Kandy, Sri Lanka;
prayers from Gandan Tegchenling Monastery,
Mongolia; chanting of Dharma Chakra
Pravartana Sutra from the Golden Dome, Wat
Dhammakaya, Thailand; chanting of Dharma
Chakra Pravartana Sutra as per Chinese

tradition by Buddhist Association of the
Republic of China (Taiwan); Chanting of
Buddhist Prayers to commemorate the
Dharma Chakra Divas by the nuns of Jamyang
Choling Institute (India) and video messages
by Supreme Heads of Buddhist Sangha from
various countries. All the above were virtually
streamed from Sarnath.
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Paritaran and Kathina Chivar Dana offering to Monks
3"- 4" Qctober, 2020, Sankisa, UP

The Chief Guest, Dr. Ms Sanghmitra Maurya, Lok Sabha, Member of Parliament,
Badaun (in the middle) offering Chivar to Ven Dr. Upanand Thero, General Secretary, YBS, India.

The Youth Buddhist Society (YBS) supported
by International Buddhist Confederation
(IBC) organised a two-day Paritaran and
Kathina Chivar Dana ceremony for Monks on
3-4"™ October, 2020 at YBS center,
Abhidamma Hall, Rajghat, Sankisa, UP.

Kathina Chivar Dana is one of the oldest
preserved Buddhist traditions since the days of
the Buddha. The Kathina Chivar Dana or
monk's robe offering ceremony is when the
devotees donate different items to the Monks,
including robes after the rainy (monsoon)
season.

The concept is to give new robes to the monks
asthe old one's get worn out in the rainy season
so that they can continue with their normal
monastic life and meditate. Varsha Vasa is an
annual three-month monastic retreat practiced
especially in the Theravada Buddhist
tradition.

The event was organized in Sankisa, UP. The
city came into prominence after Lord Buddha
is said to have descended here after giving a
sermon to his mother in heaven. After the Lord
Buddha's Mahaparinirvana (the Great
Demise), Samrat Ashoka developed this place
and installed one of his famous Pillars in the
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city. He also built a stupa and a temple
commemorating the visit of Lord Buddha.
This temple exists even today and the ruins of
the stupa are also present as a temple of Vishari
Devi.

The event at Sankisa was attendant by 90
Monks and around 300 lay participants. The
Chief Guest at the celebration was Dr.
Sanghmitra Maurya, Member of Parliament,
Badaun, UP.
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Kathina Chivar Dana offering to Monks 25" October, 2020,
Pragya Buddha Vihar, Vikaspuri, New Delhi

A lay person offering Kathina Chivar Dana to Monks, including Ven. Nanda,
Chief Abbot of Pragya Buddha Vihara, Delhi.

Dr Ambedkar Samaj Kalyan Sangthan, ‘Kathina Chivar Dana' festival at Vikaspuri.
Vikaspuri in collaboration with International The programme was attended by 10 monks
Buddhist Confederation organised a sacred and around 100 lay persons.
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Buddhist Conclaves: Issues, Interaction & Initiatives

a. Delhi-NCR Buddhist Conclave: 21" - 22" November, 2020
b. North-East India Buddhist Conclave: 3"-4"February, 2021, Guwahati, Assam
c. Eastern India Buddhist Conclave: 1¥-2" March, 2021, Kolkata, West Bengal

Interntional Buddhist Confederation has been
actively working on preservation and
development of Buddhist tangible and
intangible heritage in India, the land of the
originof Buddha Dharma.

In pursuit of its mission, IBC organized
Buddhist Conclaves ' Issues, Interaction &
Initiatives'. The three Conclaves were held in
Delhi-NCR (National Capital Region), North-
East India- Guwahati and East India- Kolkata.

The Concept:

The two-day deliberations were on the
following themes at all the three Conclaves

a) To deliberate on the need for identification and
preservation of Buddhist Heritage sites in Delhi-
NCR/ North- Eastand Eastern India.

b) Issues and challenges before the Sangha and
Buddhist Communities in Delhi - NCR / North -
Eastand Eastern India.

c) Collective Celebration of Buddhist events

d) Establishing a network of Buddhist
Organizations in Delhi - NCR / North - East and
Eastern India.

e) Collaboration with Buddhist communities in
Indiaand abroad.

In view of Covid-19 protocol invitations were
limited to 2- delegates from each Sangha and
one assistant from the Vihara, Monasteries and
Sangha bodies, and 2- lay members, and one
Sanghamember (if any) for lay organizations.
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a. Delhi-NCR Buddhist Conclave 217-22" November, 2020, Multipurpose Hall,
India International Centre (IIC), New Delhi

At the outset Secretary General IBC set the
tone for the three- Conclaves emphasizing that
the gathering would look into the four themes
within the context of Buddhist teachings to
face the challenges and problems of the
community, the nation and the world at large
pursuing a peaceful path as shown in
Buddhism.

In the spirit of working together, growing

together to bring peace and well-being the

world over, the Secretary General talked of

four- 'C's' to follow as a process for forward

movement.

1. To Connect— with Buddhists in India and
worldwide

2. Connecting— establishing bonds

3. Collaboration— with one- another that is
mutually beneficial

4. Cooperation— to work in harmony with all
towards peaceful resolution of issues and
challenges.

Leading to the four P's - which are the key
areas for activities

a. Preservation— Buddhist historical sites,
monasteries and monuments

b Protection— Buddhist culture, identity and
protection of faith

c. Promotion- spreading the teachings of Buddha
and promotion of the culture. Special mention
here was the decline of Buddhism in the entire
Himalayan belt, as those opting for the robe, both
among the monks and the nuns- having
drastically declined. This is a reflection of the
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challenge posed by the digital age and the monks, nuns, upasakas and upasikas each

glittering consumeristic world all around. understanding their roles and responsibilities.
Propagation— The teachings of Buddha by
following the middle path. This includes the The above issues were discussed in the two

following Conclaves also.
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b. North-East India Buddhist Conclave 3"- 4" February, 2021, Guwahati, Assam

Director General IBC, Mr Shakti Sinha presenting a memento to Venerable Monks

This Conclave was organised by International Buddhist Confederation (IBC) in association with the
North East India Buddhist Sangha Council
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c. Eastern India Buddhist Conclave 1"- 2" March, 2021, Kolkata, West Bengal

A section of the audience at the conclave

This Conclave was organised by International Buddhist Confederation (IBC) in association with the
Maha Bodhi Society of India and Attodeep, Kolkata.
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The IBC's Empowered Committee Meetings

4" Empowered Committee Meeting held in the virtual format: 14" June, 2020

5" Empowered Committee Meeting: held online, platform was Google Meet: 6" September, 2020

6" Empowered Committee Meeting held in the virtual format: 10" February, 2021

The Committee Members were informed of
various functional and administrative
developments during the past quarter and
minutes of the previous meetings were
adopted. Further, IBC's future activities, other

initiatives, partnerships/collaborations with
different organisatons and with member
countries were discussed at the meetings. The
IBC's Accounts were also presented at the
Empowered Committee Meetings.
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